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Gadget and QR Code Security Risks

Security risks can occur when using wifi-enabled devices and QR codes. Here are some tips for identifying and mitigating them.

Security Risks of Using Internet-Connected Gadgets 
 
 
Malware and Viruses
Mitigation: Install reputable antivirus software, keep it updated, and regularly scan  
for malware.

Data Breaches
Mitigation: Use strong, unique passwords, enable encryption, and implement two- 
factor authentication (2FA).

Unsecured Networks
Mitigation: Use Virtual Private Networks (VPNs) and avoid accessing sensitive  
information over public wifi.

Outdated Software
Mitigation: Regularly update all software, including operating systems, applications,  
and firmware.

Phishing Attacks
Mitigation: Educate users about recognizing phishing attempts and verify sources  
before clicking on links or providing information.

IoT Device Vulnerabilities
Mitigation: Change default credentials, update firmware regularly, and segregate  
IoT devices on a separate network.

Security Risks of Using QR Codes    
 

Malicious QR Codes
Mitigation: Educate users to only scan QR codes from trusted sources and use QR code 
scanning apps that check the URL before opening it. 

QR Code Phishing
Mitigation: Verify the legitimacy of the website after scanning a QR code and use URL 
preview features in QR code scanners. 

Data Harvesting
Mitigation: Be cautious of QR codes requesting personal information and understand the 
permissions requested by QR code scanning apps.
 
Drive-by Downloads
Mitigation: Use security settings on devices to block automatic downloads and scan 
downloaded files with antivirus software. 

QR Code Tampering
Mitigation: Verify the integrity of physical QR codes, especially in public places, and check 
for signs of tampering. 

Social Engineering
Mitigation: Educate users on the risks of scanning unsolicited QR codes and promote 
skepticism of unfamiliar sources.


